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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § Wi 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 9- 12, 21 -23, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

A claim drawn to a "medium storing program code" does not constitute statutory 
subject matter such as a process, machine, article of manufacture or composition of 
matter. In contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium encoded or embodied with a 
computer program product of code, or instructions, is a computer element which, when 
executed by a computer, defines structural and functional interrelationships between the 
instructions and the computer to permit the instructions functionality to be realized, and 
is thus statutory. Please see pages 30 and 53 of the Interim Guidelines for Examination 
of Patent Applications for Patent Subject Matter Eligibility. 

In addition, the "medium" in accordance with applicant's specification, may be an 
electromagnetic signal. This subject matter is not limited to that which falls within a 
statutory category of invention because it is not limited to a process, machine, 
manufacture, or a composition of matte. Instead, it includes a form of energy. Energy 
does not fall within statutory category since it is clearly not a series of steps or acts to 
constitute a process, not a mechanical device or combination of mechanical devices to 
constitute a machine, not a tangible physical article or object which is some form of 
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matter to be a product and constitute a manufacture, and not a composition of two or 
more substances to constitute a composition of matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 24 - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The specification fails to clearly describe how a processing sequence is 
determined to be locked or not locked as claimed in claims 24 - 32. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 24 - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 24 and 31 recite determining whether a 
process sequence is locked or not locked. It is not clear what it meant by a sequence is 
locked. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1 -40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Potter 
JR. (US 2004/0187112). 

(1 ) with regard to claims 1,9: 

Potter JR. disclose a method and system, comprising: receiving a portion of a 
network packet (424 on Fig. 4); retrieving a sequence number and passing the 
sequence number to a sequence election unit (paragraphs [0048], [0049] and [0052]; 
408 is the sequence election unit); waiting to receive a signal ("HOL" status notification 
signal, paragraph [0055]) to process the packet from the sequence election unit and 
performing processing on the packet in response to receipt of the signal (paragraphs 
[0054] and [0055]). 

(2) with regard to claims 13, 21: 

Potter JR. discloses a method and system, comprising: receiving a sequence 
number associated with an execution thread (paragraph [0049] and [0052]; 402a is one 
execution thread); receiving a request for election from the execution thread (the 
request is by each thread 402 for being informed of head-of-line status in order to 
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determine the processing order); determining whether the sequence number is less 
than sequence numbers associated with a respective other one or more execution 
threads (the sequence number being determined as the head-of-line sequence number 
is less than other sequence numbers of other threads); and transmitting an election 
signal to the execution thread if it is determined that the sequence number is less than 
the sequence numbers associated with the respective other one or more execution 
threads ("HOL" status notification signal is the election signal; paragraph [0055]). 

(3) with regard to claims 24 and 31: 

Potter JR. discloses a method and system, comprising: receiving a sequence 
number associated with an execution thread (paragraph [0049] and [0052]; 402a is one 
execution thread); determining whether a processing sequence associated with the 
sequence number is locked and transmitting an election signal to the execution thread if 
it is determined that the processing sequence is not locked (the sequence number being 
determined as the head-of-line sequence number is considered as it is not locked; the 
sequence numbers that are not the current head-of-line sequence number are 
considered as locked; "HOL" status notification signal is an election signal). 

(4) with regard to claim 33: 

Potter JR discloses a system comprising: a packet processing engine (330 on 
Fig. 4) to provide a plurality of execution threads (402a — 402c on Fig. 4); a sequence 
number register (404 on Fig. 4) to provide a respective sequence number to one or 
more of the plurality of execution threads; and a sequence election unit (408 on Fig. 4) 
to elect one of the one or more of the plurality of execution threads based on sequence 
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numbers provided to the one or more of the plurality of execution threads (paragraph 
[0049] and [0052]). 

(5) with regard to claims 2, 17, 25: 

Potter JR. further discloses indicating to the sequence election unit that the 
processing is complete (paragraph [0082]). 

(6) with regard to claims 3: 

Potter JR. further discloses the processing must be performed in group order 
(paragraphs [0041] and [0049]). 

(7) with regard to claims 4 and 30: 

Potter JR. further discloses the processing comprises a critical section of a 
packet processing pipeline (see Fig. 4 for a packet process pipeline 400; processor 330, 
order manager 408 and dispatches 404 are all critical sections of the packet processing 
pipeline). 

(8) with regard to claim 5: 

Potter JR. further discloses requesting the signal from the sequence election unit 
(each thread 402 has to be informed of whether they are at the head-of-line of the order 
group, so they are requesting the status notification signal from 408). 

(9) with regard to claims 6 - 8, 10- 12, 14- 16, 19, 27, 35, 36: 

Potter JR. further discloses passing a mask associated with the sequence 
number to the sequence election unit, wherein the mask indicates a group of threads 
designated to perform the processing, wherein the group of threads comprises 
execution threads of two or more packet processing engines (paragraphs [0041] and 
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[0041]; the group ID is the mask; 406a - 406c and 330 can all be viewed as a packet 
processing engine). 

(10) with regard to claims 18, 22, 26, 32, 34, 38: 

Potter JR. further discloses determining a second execution thread of the other 
one or more execution threads that is associated with a second sequence number that 
is less than sequence numbers associated with each other of the other one or more 
execution threads; and transmitting an election signal to the second execution thread 
(paragraph [0049] and [0052]; 402b is another execution thread which has a different 
sequence number than that of thread 402a and the same determination process applies 
to all of the threads for determining the processing order) 

(11) with regard to claims 20, 23: 

Potter JR. further discloses swapping out the thread if it is determined that the 
sequence number is not less than the sequence numbers associated with the 
respective other one or more execution threads (the threads with sequence numbers 
not matching the current head-of-line sequence number are processed later than the 
one with the head-of line sequence number). 

(12) with regard to claims 28, 29: 

Potter JR. further discloses the another one or more threads are designated as 
stalled threads from which respective sequence numbers were previously received (the 
threads whose respective sequence numbers are not the current head-of-line sequence 
number are viewed as stalled threads because they are not processed until the threads 
with closer to current head-of-line sequence numbers are processed). 
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(1 3) with regard to claim 37: 

Potter JR. further discloses receiving a sequence number associated with an 
execution thread (paragraph [0049] and [0052]; 402a is one execution thread); 
determining whether a processing sequence associated with the sequence number is 
locked and transmitting an election signal. to the execution thread if it is determined that 
the processing sequence is not locked (the sequence number being determined as the 
head-of-line sequence number is considered as it is not locked; the sequence numbers 
that are not the current head-of-line sequence number are considered as locked; "HOL" 
status notification signal is an election signal). 

(14) with regard to claim 39: 

Potter JR. further disclose a network processor (300 on Fig. 3) comprising the 
packet processing engine, the sequence number register, and the sequence election 
unit. 

(15) with regard to claim 40: 

Potter JR. further disclose the network processor further comprises two or more 
packet processing engines (330 on Fig. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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10. Claims 41 - 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Potter JR. (US 2004/01871 12) in view of Glasco et al. (US 2003/0233388). 

(1) with regard to claim 41: 

Potter JR discloses a system comprising: a packet processing engine (330 on 
Fig. 4) to provide a plurality of execution threads (402a — 402c on Fig. 4); a sequence 
number register (404 on Fig. 4) to provide a respective sequence number to one or 
more of the plurality of execution threads; and a sequence election unit (408 on Fig. 4) 
to elect one of the one or more of the plurality of execution threads based on sequence 
numbers provided to the one or more of the plurality of execution threads (paragraph 
[0049] and [0052]). 

Potter JR. however does not disclose a Double Data Rate memory. 

Glasco et al. teaches using Double Data Rate memory (paragraph [0022]; 
memory 206a - 206d). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the system disclosed by Potter JR. with the teaching of Glasco et 
al. to use Double Data Rate memory in order to achieve greater data transfer rate and 
thus improve efficiency of the system. 

(2) with regard to claim 42: 

Potter JR. further disclose a network processor (300 on Fig. 3) comprising the 
packet processing engine, the sequence number register, and the sequence election 
unit. 
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(3) with regard to claim 43: 

Potter JR. further disclose the network processor further comprises two or more 
packet processing engines (330 on Fig. 3). 

(4) with regard to claim 44: 

Potter JR. further discloses receiving a sequence number associated with an 
execution thread (paragraph [0049] and [0052]; 402a is one execution thread); 
determining whether a processing sequence associated with the sequence number is 
locked and transmitting an election signal to the execution thread if it is determined that 
the processing sequence is not locked (the sequence number being determined as the 
head-of-line sequence number is considered as it is not locked; the sequence numbers 
that are not the current head-of-line sequence number are considered as locked; "HOL" 
status notification signal is an election signal); determining a second execution thread of 
the other one or more execution threads that is associated with a second sequence 
number that is less than sequence numbers associated with each other of the other one 
or more execution threads; and transmitting an election signal to the second execution 
thread (paragraph [0049] and [0052]; 402b is another execution thread which has a 
different sequence number than that of thread 402a and the same determination 
process applies to all of the threads for determining the processing order). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bo Hui A. Zhu whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 10am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571)272-3088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



BZ 

Examiner 
January 30, 2008 
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